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Concord
Anniversary Newsletter  -  April 2016

LEEDS INTERFAITH FELLOWSHIP 
www.concord-leeds.org.uk

The story of Concord’s 40 years of interfaith dialogue in Leeds is told in a book that was launched 
in the Banqueting Room of the Leeds Civic Hall in March. See page 2 for a full account. Picture 
below: Revd Alan Griggs, Dr Simon Phillips, Dr Harriet Crabtree, Rabbi Douglas Charing and 

Mr Fabian Hamilton MP, the panel for the event.
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Three years ago 
at the AGM the 
revd Trevor Bates 

suggested that the 40th 
anniversary of Concord in 
2016 should be celebrated 
by the publication of a 
book on the history of 
Concord.  The AGM 
wanted to widen the remit 
to cover interfaith work in 
Leeds more generally and 
Trevor was encouraged 
to gather a group to do 
the work together. The 
fruit of their labours is  
the book entitled A Leeds 
Interfaith Story 1946-2016, 
which was launched on 5th April in the 
opulent setting of the Banquet room in 
Leeds Civic hall. The principal authors—
Trevor Bates, Primrose Agbamu, Cynthia 

Dickinson, John Moreton 
and John Summerwill—
were present to hear much 
praise of the content and 
design of the substantial 
book that they had written 
and illustrated.

The Lord Mayor of 
Leeds, Councillor Judith 
Chapman, expressed her 
appreciation of the book 
and of the contribution of 
Concord to the life of the 
city. Dr Simon Phillips, 
Chair of Concord, paid 
tribute to the book team 
and spoke appreciatively of 
the contribution to interfaith 

work in Leeds of some of the people who 
figure prominently in it, such as Peter Dale, 
the late harbans Singh Sagoo and the late 
ruth Sterne.

Launch of Concord’s New Book

Above: Trevor Bates, editor of the book, signs a copy for Kath Harwood.
Below: Simon Phillips, Chair of Concord, and the panel of speakers
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Dr harriett Crabtree, the Director 
of the Inter Faith Network of the UK, 
congratulated Concord as a remarkable 
organisation that had contributed 
significantly to the country, as well as 
to the city. She had read the book with 
enjoyment and found the work it described 
deeply impressive—the educational work, 
museum exhibitions, work with young 
people, with minority groups and the 
women’s project, and the promotion of 
peace and engagement of Concord in civic 
life were all admirable. She also spoke of 
the challenges faced by Concord and other 
groups throughout the country, where 
small numbers of voluntary enthusiasts 
struggle to make their voice heard against 
the louder voices of extremism. What 
we are trying to do in educating and 
promoting peace is vital work.

The revd Alan Griggs, one of Concord’s 
founders, told of how in 1985 he had been 
invited to speak at the Cultural Institute 
in Calcutta about interfaith work in Leeds 
because the fame of Concord had reached 
that far! he had found the audience very 
resistant, though, when he described the 
sort of issues Concord discussed, such 
as the place of women and attitudes to 
war. The swamis, Muslims and Sikhs 
of Calcutta were not ready to speak of 
religion and everyday living in that way.

Canon Briggs had been a priest at 
holy Trinity Church in Boar Lane, where 
Concord meetings were usually held in 
the early years under the chairmanship of 
the vicar, Canon hamilton, whom he had 
succeeded. he was thankful to have been 
involved in Concord in those days and 
wished Concord well in the years to come.

rabbi Douglas Charing described 
how Concord had begun in Leeds as an 
outgrowth from the Council of Christians 
and Jews. elsewhere in europe JCM 
(Jews, Christians and Muslims) had come 
into being, giving Concord a model. 
Then Owen Cole had suggested opening 
it to others, so it had expanded. Many 
members of Sinai Synagogue (of which 

Douglas was rabbi) had joined it, and 
the conferences held at hazelwood had 
drawn people from far afield. People had 
learned from one another, gained respect 
and a feeling of harmony. he was proud 
to have been involved in Concord and had 
found the book ‘a beautiful production’, 
giving insights into the human face of the 
organisation.

Fabian hamilton MP had chaired the 
race equality Committee in Leeds in the 
1980 and the insights and relationships 
established there had profoundly affected 
his life for the next 30 years. he spoke with 
admiration of some of the many people 
with whom he who had worked, including 
Peter Bell, Piara Singh Sambhi, harbans 
Singh Sagoo and Dr and Mrs Kalsi. he felt 
that he could not have done his job as an 
MP (since 1997) without the help of these 
and others like them. Leeds was notable 
for its interfaith work and its commitment 
to giving a welcome to asylum seekers as 
a City of Sanctuary. he had been much 
impressed by the newly framed aims of 
Concord, whose focus on education and 
peace-making crystallised well what faith 
groups in the city were seeking to do. he 
hoped that Concord would long continue.

In the discussion that followed others 
spoke with thankfulness of the part played 
by Concord in the life of the city and 
its value in trying to combat extremism 
and the forces of division. Thanks were 
expressed too to the City Council for the 
support it gives to Concord by making 
the Civic hall available for meetings and 
for the Lord Mayor’s attendance at major 
Concord events. 

Several spoke of the difficulties that 
interfaith work faces in these days: its 
dependence so often on a few committed 
individuals; the lack of money and 
resources; the challenge of engaging young 
people; the growing divisions in society 
as extremism shouts its message of hate; 
the tendency of the media to exaggerate 
discord and ignore harmony. The need for 
Concord is as a great as ever.
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A Letter from 
Concord Chair,  

Dr Simon Phillips
Dear Concord members 
Over the last few years, it has been 

extremely rare for me to convey messages 
to you all other than in person at Concord 
meetings and events. I do, however, 
recall circulating a message to you all 
shortly after taking over as Chair (having 
previously been Acting Chair) what must 
be 4 years ago.

This message, as well as the Chair's 
report which I hope many of you will hear 
in person at the AGM, will be my last act 
as your Chair. I will be stepping down at 
the Concord AGM on 11th May.

To explain my decision, at the end of 
last year, I was invited to be co-opted to 
the post of honorary Officer for Interfaith 
on the Leeds Jewish representative 
Council, the umbrella body for the 
Leeds Jewish community. Subsequently, 
I have now been officially elected at 
the AGM in March. In addition to the 
fact that such a post will necessitate my 
attendance at meetings which would add 
to my already rather hectic calendar, I 
feel (although some may disagree) that it 
wouldn't be right to be the Chair of one 
interfaith organisation whilst occupying 
a role designed to provide an oversight 
and strategic direction over all interfaith 
activity locally and nationally.

Many people, when leaving a post such 
as Chair or President of an organisation, 
state, amongst other sentiments, that it has 
been their privilege and honour to serve 
in such a position. I genuinely believe that 
this is the case with myself, having been 
proud to serve as your Chair, particularly 
in this past year when preparations for our 
40th anniversary celebrations have taken 
place. It was a moving experience for me 
chairing the launch of our book in April, a 
monumental achievement and a tribute to 

the hard work of a fantastic team of people. 
however, I would like to thank all of you 
for your support, guidance and ideas.

Whilst there is never a good time to 
leave the post of Chair, I feel that the last 
year or so has shown how much talent and 
drive there is within Concord, and I am 
confident that whoever takes over as Chair 
will do a sterling job and, I hope, continue 
to drive the organisation as an influential 
player within the fabric of interfaith in the 
City of Leeds and beyond. 

rest assured, of course, that I will 
continue to be involved in and with 
Concord in the months to come, particularly 
in view of the new role I have taken up in 
the Jewish community.

From John S. Sumerwill, 
Newsletter Editor:

We will have opportunity to express 
our thanks to Simon at the AGM.  he 
was propelled rather rapidly into the 
role of chair very soon after he had first 
joined us when the revd Trevor Bates 
and Dr hamed Pakrooh had retired and 
we were left without a leader. Simon at 
once showed his organising skills and 
brought fresh ideas to Concord. he 
has put much effort into making things 
happen, and particularly since we have 
been without a secretary he has fielded a 
huge amount of the correspondence. he 
has been singularly successful in working 
with councillors and the Lord Mayor’s 
Office to win their support for Concord 
events and the use of rooms in the Civic 
hall.  he has been an excellent ambassador 
for Concord in many places. Concord 
has much reason to be grateful for the 
significant contribution he has made to 
our activities, especially in regard to the 
series of anniversary events in which he 
has been a prime mover, and to interfaith 
work more generally in the city.

Simon has been a notable chair. We shall 
miss him. We wish him every success in 
the new interfaith role he is taking on.
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reLIGIOUS FreeDOM is  an 
increasingly significant issue for the 
UK, as for other countries around 

the world.   
The eve of the easter Bank holiday 
weekend saw the murder of a shopkeeper 
in Glasgow, Asad Shah from the 
Ahmaddiya Muslim Community, which 
police have said appears linked to his 
religious beliefs as expressed on social 
media in easter greetings to customers. 
Glasgow’s community has stood together 
in the face of that attack, rallying through 
the #thatisnotwhoweare campaign. The 
murder, by a Muslim, has been described 
as sectarian.  It has been condemned by 
bodies such as the Muslim Council of 
Britain and others.    
National faith communities in the UK seek 
to respond to incidents here and also to 
support those around the world whose 
religious freedom is truncated, often 
brutally, including through murders and 
terrorist attacks, such as, most recently, 
the appalling easter day attacks in Lahore, 
and atrocities in other parts of the world.  
Attacks on, or intimidation of, groups and 
individuals of other beliefs is an extreme 
form of restriction of the religious freedom 
of others. We deplore these in the strongest 
terms.  
A number of Inter Faith Network for the 
UK member inter faith bodies have as a 
key aim the raising of awareness of the 
importance of religious freedom.  All the 
member bodies of the Inter Faith Network 
for the UK, through their work to promote 
inter faith understanding and cooperation, 
make an important contribution to that. 
One of the key principles of the Inter Faith 
Network is of respecting other people’s 
freedom within the law to express their 
beliefs and convictions http://www.
interfaith.org.uk/code  We must be free to 

disagree, including in relation to matters 
of religious belief, but, as the Inter Faith 
Network code also says, we should work 
to prevent disagreement leading to conflict 
and to avoid violence in our relationships. 
Let us stand firm by these values, speak 
out against extreme voices and violent 
actions, encouraging education and 
dialogue, and working together on 
the basis of our common values for 
increased understanding, cooperation and 
harmonious coexistence.   
Co-Chairs:
The rt revd richard Atkinson OBe
Mr Vivian Wineman

Vice-Chairs:
Maulana M Shahid raza OBe
Dr Natubhai Shah MBe
Lord Singh of Wimbledon CBe

29th March 2016

Brief background information about the 
history of the Ahmadiyya community can 
be found at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/
south_asia/8711026.stm

Religious Freedom: Statement from the Co-Chairs and 
Vice-Chairs of the Inter Faith Network for the UK

STANDING TOGeTher
Jews, Christians and Muslims are 
invited to a Standing Together event 
on Sunday 29th May 2016 at St 
George’s Centre, Great George Street, 
2.15pm - 4pm (doors open 1.50pm). 
The purpose is to to affirm their 
support for one another and to reject 
violence in any form in the name of 
religion. Speakers will include Qari 
Asim, rabbi Jason Kleiman, Anglican 
Bishop Paul Slater and Imam Zeeshan 
Baloch of the Ghousia Mosque. 
Places are limited, so you must apply 
for a ticket if you wish to attend.   See
h t t p : / / w w w . s t g s . o r g . u k /
standingtogether/
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The SPeAKer on January 25th 
was Krystal holmes, the Pagan 
Federation’s deputy District Manager 

for the North east. She began by saying 
that morals and ethics was a difficult topic 
for a Pagan as there are no set books or 
texts for easy reference and no specific 
leaders. There are, however, guidelines 
within the different Pagan paths followed 
in the UK, four of which she described.

In the Wiccan tradition a text known 
as the Wiccan rede has, as its final line, 
“Do what you will and let it harm none.”  
how this is interpreted is open to debate 
but it makes you think about and take 
responsibility for your actions. There 
is also the Three-Fold Law of return; 
whatever you do returns times three, in 
this life. Something else to make you think 
before you act.

Druids have Five Principles: take 
responsibility; engage with the world and 
value community; trust that life is good; 
appreciate polarities and be of value to 
others. They also use the phrase “Always 
choose truth.”

heathens aim to be self-sufficient and 
self-contained, taking responsibility for 
their actions. There are texts for reference, 
poetic eddas which advocate keeping 
oaths, loyalty, courage, hospitality and 
boldness in thought and deed. The 
ancestors believed in reincarnation, 

Pagan Ethics in Contemporary Society

that individuals return to the tribe and 
bloodline so will be responsible for 
uncleared debts.

Those who choose to identify as 
Pagan see Nature as the teacher and 
focus on the environment, ecology, 
interconnectedness of all things, seeing 
the Divine in everything—earth, air, 
water as well as all living things. Crafting 
relationships is a spiritual act. Pagans find 
their own individual way of achieving this 
and, as with others, take responsibility for 
their actions.

Cynthia Dickinson

This edition of the newsletter is in colour to celebrate Concord’s 40th Anniversary. 
Although it would be if we could use colour every time, especially for photos, it is 
quite expensive and not really practicable, unfortunately. The circulation is too small 
for us to access cheap professional printing, yet too large for home printing on a slow 
inkjet printer to be feasible in the long term. So, enjoy this one-off special edition. 
(Mind you, I think that the monochrome pictures are much sharper and clearer than 
those in colour.)

Later in this issue there is a tribute to the late ruth Sterne by a former rabbi of Sinai 
Synagogue. Concord’s new book, A Leeds Interfaith Story 1946-2016, has two articles 
about her—a reprint of a profile by Trevor Bates, which was first published in the 
Concord Newsletter in 2008, and notes of a more recent conversation she had with 
Cynthia Dickinson. There is also a remembrance of her husband, ernest.
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Faith in Fairtrade

OUr Faith in Fairtrade Breakfast, 
celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight, 
was a great success. Fairtrade 

food and drink was supplied by the 
Leeds Fairtrade steering group and 
representat ives of dif ferent fa i th 
communities gathered to eat, drink and 
chat with each other and passers-by in the 
Merrion Centre’s main concourse.

The guests were Bishop Paul Slater, 
rabbi esther hugenholtz, hindu Usha 
Bhardwaj, Sikhs Gurmukh Singh Deagun 
and Gurnam Singh Birdi, and Pagan 
Krystal holmes. Unfortunately Imam Qari 

Asim was out of the country and unable 
to attend but a member of the Muslim 
community, Ashraf hamad, who is doing 
his PhD on Fairtrade at York University, 
was able to come along. The colourful 
display attracted quite a lot of attention, 
causing shoppers to stop and find out 
what was going on.  

Not only did the event raise awareness 
of Fairtrade but also showed Leeds as 
a multi-faith, multi-cultural city where 
people from all communities get on well 
together and support activities of benefit 
to all.

Cynthia Dickinson

Mulla Nasrudin had just been visiting another village. Late at night, when he arrived 
home, he realized that he had lost his favourite copy of the Qur’an.
Several days later, a goat walked up to the Nasrudin house, carrying the Qur’an 

in its mouth.
Nasrudin couldn’t believe his eyes. he took the holy Qur’an out of the goat’s mouth, 
raised his eyes heavenward and exclaimed, “It’s a miracle!”
“Not really,” said the goat. “Your name is written inside the cover.”
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Peter Bell Memorial 
Lecture 2016

ThIS YeAr’S Peter Bell Memorial 
Lecture was given in March in the 
West room, Leeds Civic hall, by 

Dr Shahin Fatheazam. he was one of the 
members of Concord in the early days, 
and spoke about his admiration for Dr 
Peter Bell. Dr Fatheazam was a leader 
of the Bahá’í community in Leeds for 
many years, and a general practictioner 
in Alwoodley. On his retirement a few 
years he and his wife moved to York, to 
be nearer their family.

his lecture addressed one of the issues 
much debated today, the relationship 
between science and religion, drawing 
upon Bahá’í teachings and perspectives. 
Dr Fatheazam is a deep thinker and a 
most accomplished speaker. his lecture 
was a masterpiece of brevity, cogency 
and clarity, delivered without reference 
to notes with an engaging modesty and 
humour. It was over all too soon, and then 
he fielded questions from the floor with 
equally impressive competence. It was 
a pity that there were not more people 
present to share a very enjoyable and 
worthwhile event. We are very grateful to 
Dr Fatheazam for giving us such a good 
evening and for allowing us to publish this 
abstract of his lecture.

John S. Summerwill

Can Science 
and Religion be 

Reconciled?  

A Bahái'í view
by Dr Shahin Fatheazam

FrOM the middle of the last century 
to date the world has witnessed 
the development of chasm between 

science and religion to the detriment 
of humanity. This is primarily due to 
polarisation of opinions between selected 
groups of scientists and religious leaders 
of many religions in their interpretation 
and understanding of the nature of science 
and religion.

Bahá’í Faith's view, which upholds as 
one of its main principles the harmony 
between science and religion, maintains 
that science and religion are two 
independent systems of knowledge that 
convey the true reality of things in the 
investigation for truth.

The varying relationship between 
science and religion since the dawn 
of modern man (homo sapiens) to 
the present, namely that of harmony, 
diversion, antagonism and dialogue, are 
seen to be arbitrary concepts resulting from 
such misunderstandings.

The application of the Complimentary 
Principle in Quantum Mechanics, first 
postulated by Max Planck and Neils Bohr, 
to the evaluation of the role of science and 
religion in the investigation for truth, can 
take us a long way towards understanding 
the part each plays in human destiny.

The Bahá’ í  view expounds that 
knowledge exists in two forms:

1. Knowledge that is related to 
external realities and is conveyed 
to man through the senses. This 
corresponds to science and scientific 
methods.

Dr Peter Bell
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2. Knowledge that is related to internal 
realities which is subjective and is 
not accessible through the senses, 
such as joy, grief, love, ideas etc.

The complimentary and mutually 
moderating relationship between these 
two systems propels humanity not only to 
extend the frontiers of knowledge but also 
to the better use of this knowledge for the 
benefit of mankind. Thus the Bahá’í faith, 
according to Abdul'Baha, one of its central 
figures, asserts that:

"Throughout recorded history, human 
consciousness has depended upon two 
basic knowledge systems through which 
its potentialities have progressively been 
expressed - science and religion. Through 
these two agencies, its environment is 
interpreted, its latent powers explored, and 
its moral and intellectual life disciplined. It 
is evident, moreover, that the effectiveness 
of this dual structure has been greatest 
during these periods when, each in its own 
sphere, religion and science were able to 
work in concert.’  

Above: Dr Fatheazam’s diagram
Below: Dr Fatheazam and Dr Phillips (with 
some aldermen keeping an eye on them)
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Nima Raei Azabadi Profile
9th in a series of  interviews 

with interfaith leaders
 in Leeds

 Interviewed by Trevor Bates on 31st March 
2016, by phone

Nima, a valuable new member of our 
Concord executive representing the Bahá’í 
community of Leeds, was born in Teheran, 
Iran, of Bahá’í parents. 

In 1980 Ali and Soraya raei Azabadi 
found it necessary to emigrate from 
Iran to Spain because of experiences 
of intolerance, marginalisation and 
persecution. Bahá’í people were being 
abused, bullied, attacked, imprisoned 
and murdered because the Bahá’í faith 
and way of life were considered heresy 
by the Shi’ite Islamic community of Iran. 
So Ali and Soraya settled in Castellon de 
la Plana, where there is an active Bahá’í 
community, and where Nima’s younger 
brother and sister were born.

Both of Nima’s parents, being believers 
in the Bahá’í faith and followers of the 
Bahá’í  way of life, nurtured their three 
children in Bahá’í values. however, when 
children come to the age of 15 years they 
individually and personally have the 
opportunity to accept or reject the Bahá’í 
faith for themselves. When he was 16 
years old Nima became a dedicated Bahá’í 
follower. 

his early education for a short time 
was in Teheran, but from 1980 his primary 
and secondary education was at schools 
in Castellon. however, for university 
education it was necessary for Nima to 
go to Valencia, where he completed his 
studies in pharmacy to a post-graduate 
level. Whilst there he met Susanna, a 
pharmacy student and a roman Catholic 
Christian, and they were later married. 
In order to help maintain himself during 
his student years Nima opened a shop 
selling Persian rugs during the period of 
1996-2000.

In 2001 both Susanna and Nima came to 
Leeds at the suggestion of a relative who 
was living here. They studied english at 
Park Lane College and decided to settle 
in Leeds. Nima and Susanna have two 

sons, Daniel and Diego, who attend 
Fulneck Moravian School. Both boys are 
encouraged to learn about the Christian 
faith as well as the Bahá’í  faith.

Since coming to Leeds Nima has 
worked for several years with Boots 
Pharmacies as a pharmacist doing different 
roles within the organisation; but now he 
works for rowlands’ Pharmacies and is the 
area manager for their North of england 
branches.

There are certain priorities in life for 
Nima. Firstly, time to be with his family 
is crucial. This he sees as a core value 
which helps to make for a better society. 
Secondly, their eating habits have a strong 
organic and vegetarian bias, reducing meat 
intake in preference to fish, hopefully for 
better health.

Nima and Susanna have come to 
appreciate Leeds as a city which offers a 

Awaiting photo



11

variety of cultural and sporting activities. 
he also says that in the short time they 
have lived here they have noticed big 
improvements in both buildings and 
university life, and consider the wide 
diversity in the population of Leeds to be 
a good thing. 

Nima feels good around people of 
different cultures who offer him a further 
learning and enriching experience for 
life. The strong Bahá’í  ethical emphasis 
may well account for the fact that he says 
he is distinctly unhappy when he comes 
across people who lie and are not honest 
and truthful.

Nima, has only been with Concord 
for a short time. however he joined 

KeeP harehills Tidy is a Council-led 
project to involve individuals and 
organisations in work to make 

harehills a tidier and more cohesive 
place to live. It is designed to encourage 
respect for both environment and people 
in the area through—alongside other 
activities—cleaning up and litter-picking. 
Amongst the sectors that form a key part 
of this project is the interfaith/faith sector. 
You may recall that I organised a clean-up 
activity on Mitzvah Day, the Jewish-led 
day of social action, which takes place each 
November in Interfaith Week.

The faith sector have been allocated 
a zone in the area. Our role would be 
as Zone Champions, working with 'Into 
University', a student-led organisation 
who have also been allocated to one of the 
zones, whose activities are based around 
raising aspirations of young people. Zone 
Champions have been given three main 
areas of work:
1. Discuss a social agreement based 

around the six pledges of Keep 
harehills Tidy

2. Promote Keep harehills Tidy via social 
media

3. each month in the next two years 
will have a particular theme, and will 
involve Zone Champions taking it 
in turns to take the lead on monthly 
activities. The Zone allocated to the 
faith and interfaith sector has been 
earmarked to lead on activities in 
May and in November, November in 
particular chosen as Interfaith Week 
and Mitzvah Day fall in this month.

After two years, the intention is that 
Leeds City Council would hand over the 
reins to the community to drive.

Further information on Keep harehills 
Tidy can be found at 

www.keepharehillstidy.co.uk 
or find Keep harehills Tidy on Facebook. 

The Twitter hashtag is #keepharehillstidy
If anyone would be interested in 

working with me on this, or knows 
someone who might be, please can you 
contact me at 

simonphillips90@hotmail.com
Simon Phillips

Faith at Work in the Community

as a result of the encouragement and 
recommendation of Dr hamed Pakrooh. 
he finds Concord a ‘great organisation as it 
works with other religions for greater unity 
and peace in the world.’ It is our hope that 
Nima will be able to help Concord move 
into a new phase in its life and witness 
for Leeds.

The fact that religions, which usually 
have at their core a promotion of 
tolerance and peace, have been 
exploited to carry out violence clearly 
indicates that individuals and groups 
have not discovered the true “peace 
message” that is inherent in almost 
every religion. — David r. Smock, 
Interfaith Dialogue and Peacebuilding
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A FrIeND whom I haven’t seen 
in 10 years recently wrote, and 
asked if life was generous with 

me. We know that this is not the right 
question. Is it not rather, have we been 
generous to life? A cliché perhaps, but, 
as we are taught in a quote from ruth’s 
favourite text, Pirkei 
Avot: “Who are the 
honourable? Those 
who honour others.”

L i f e  wa s  n o t 
generous with ruth, 
not really; but how life 
treated her was not the 
focus of her attention. 
She didn’t bemoan her 
fate. She embodied 
in all that she did the 
three-fold pillars that 
sustain the world, 
from Pirkei Avot, “The 
world is upheld by 
three things: Torah, 
the service of God 
and acts of loving 
kindness.” This was the life ruth lived, 
a life of Torah/study, avodah as both 
prayer and service, and always one of 
loving deeds.

I first met ruth and ernest when I 
came to Sinai as their student rabbi in 
1977, when ruth was the director of the 
Sinai Synagogue choir, one of the ‘Dickey 
birds’; and our friendship endured. It is 
tempting to fuse ruth once more with 
ernest and remember many years of 
friendship with them both, but no, this 
is ruth’s day. I wondered after ernest 
died how the friendship would continue, 

as he so often dominated conversations. 
But ruth on her own was just fine. She 
had things to say. They were funny – he 
believed people only tolerated him for 
her sake, which wasn’t true, because 
many people loved him; and she believed 
he merited the public honours, as she 
stated on the occasion of the bestowing 

of the life presidency 
on her. She had no 
idea how much she 
warranted this, for 
in her modesty and 
humility, she did 
not view herself as 
important.

She was wise and 
supportive in that 
role, available when 
needed, striving to 
be helpful, but never 
pushy. She was also 
my life president. 
When as a rabbi I was 
up against something 
difficult, we talked it 

through. When I needed someone to help 
me find a more tactful way of expressing 
dissatisfaction than I was inclined to do, 
she helped me find the words. When 
something good happened for me, it was 
she whom I phoned with the news. And 
when there were difficult events that I 
wanted to keep from her, she told me 
tersely that she was not happy about. 
She would not be protected or sheltered. 
She was, as they say, a friend through 
thick and thin.

Walking with her and her binoculars, 
I learned to look up at the skies and peer 
at the trees. Sitting on the sofa at roper 

Obituary

Ruth Sterne (1919-2016)
Eulogy at her funeral by Rabbi Dr Barbara Borts 

(by kind permission of Val Mogendorff, Editor of Sinai Chronicle
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Avenue and watching her delighted 
distraction when Mr robin or some 
other bird flew over to partake of the 
food she lovingly supplied for them, I 
began to feed birds myself. I phoned 
her several times from out in the wilds 
to hoo hoo or tweet a birdsong to her 
for identifying. Donisthorpe did well by 
her when they agreed to situate a bird 
feeder just outside her windows.  Birds 
were her lifelong passion.

She taught me about life after 
adulthood. The siddur (prayer book)
was her constant companion – when the 
new one was published, she spent many 
hours investigating it and reviewing it. 
When she couldn’t attend services, she 
conducted her own. She studied the 
parashah most Fridays. I spent many 
years of nights at her house, and, after 
each meal, we bensched, from the card 
ernest had inscribed, praising God for 
the meal. When she told me that she 
was poring over texts from Limmud 
that Val had given her, I suggested that 
she invite others to study with her. She 
adapted the idea and thus was born 
the Jewish discussion group she’d led 
at Donisthorpe for 2 years. That, she 
told me last week, she has been sad to 
relinquish. The highlight of her week 
was the Wednesday night current events 
session, which she made an effort to 
attend two weeks ago. She engaged with 
ideas, read, pondered, even discussing 
a sermon she had just read in the book 
I had co-edited the day before she died. 
Late in life, she switched newspapers, 
from the Telegraph to the Guardian, and 
to an entirely new way of understanding 
the political world. I was, of course, 
delighted!

This characterised her, this openness 
to new ideas, to alternatives, to a 
heightened and widened perspective, 
whether about social change or in 
learning to use the iPad she allowed me 
to buy half of for her. She tried to keep 
abreast of ideas and technology.

And because they must be mentioned, 

I remember years of cutlets, cheesecakes, 
and, above all, her apple cakes, which 
accompanied me on many a journey 
home to London or Newcastle.

She was generous and she was modest. 
her clothes lasted a lifetime. The pots and 
pans of the 70s were the pots and pans 
of the 2000s. She serviced her vacuum 
cleaner and kept it for years. She had 
no dishwasher- an unused fork was a 
‘thankgodder,’ a term that entered the 
lexicon of my family. She lived simply 
and spent her money on others and 
on roundhay Park, the Dales, where 
we went for a holiday one year, local 
and national Jewish organizations – she 
even endowed a scholarship at Durham 
University.

She loved children and they loved her 
back, her puppets and stuffed animals 
a huge attraction - and did you know 
she had invented a game in Germany 
which was produced and marketed? She 
loved all creatures, and my dogs were 
welcomed into her home with me.

She has no family outside of Dorothy 
in Australia, but you, you here, were 
her family, and no daughters or sons 
could have been more attentive and 
devoted than Carey, Val, Dolf, eve. She 
championed her rabbis, from the first to 
the latest, Ian and esther, out of deep 
respect for their role.

ruth lived until 96 with no hearing aid, 
no glasses save to read, her own teeth, 
all of her faculties, and went peacefully 
in the end. If I am content that she died 
easily and gently, I find no contentment 
in knowing that I will never see her again. 
She was my hero because she embodied 
all that was good and decent in a human 
being. But she was isha tama, a woman 
of integrity.

rabbi Shimon used to say: There are 
three crowns - the crown of Torah, the 
crown of priesthood and the crown of 
sovereignty - but keter shem tov, the 
crown of a good name, transcends them 
all. The name ruth Sterne is the best 
name of them all.
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One Family, One People
Extracts from an address at ‘Love 
Muhammad’ Unity Event, 2nd 
February 2016, at Baab ul Ilm 

Islamic Centre, Leeds
by Shaykh Arif Abdulhussain 

The prophet taught, be good for 
the sake of good, but if you can be 
good for the sake of being Godly, 

then that is even better. ... he taught the 
sacredness of life; he liberated people. 
One of the most universal verses of the 
Qur’an is La Ikraha Fi-deen, that there 
is no compulsion within religion. And 
how can there be compulsion in religion? 
how can there ever be compulsion in 
religion? Why doesn’t the Muslim mind 
understand this? he taught about the 
truth beyond religion. Islam—the word 
in the Qur’an—has never been used to 
favourably depict a formalised faith—do 
you know this? Islam within the Qur’an 
has always been used in the context of 
Abraham, Jesus, Moses, David, Suleiman, 
Yakub, Joseph to mean sincere surrender 
to that principle of beauty known as God. 
... You have a great beauty vested inside 
you, unveil it and find it. he taught there 
is no compulsion in religion, but more than 
that, this is the most striking verse in the 
Qur’an—that the conquest of Makkah, 
when this man stands upon a million miles 
of land, having created a brotherhood, 
having created what he called an Ummah, 
and do you know who it comprised of? 
Of the Muslims, of the Christians, of the 
Jews, of the pagans! And do you know 
the dynamics of this Ummah? he allowed 
for every people to adhere to their law in 
resolving their own problems and yet be 
united on the common grounds of mutual 
benefit and adding to each other. he was a 
pluralist—and a liberal as well. This man 
stands in Makkah at the height of glory but 
is uncorrupted. Born into poverty and is an 
orphan, he stands as a poor man. Now, he 

recited this verse—think about this verse: 
‘O Muslims, or Christian, or Jew, 
whatever you want to call yourself. May 
God make us beyond and above, and 
transcend his designations that are so 
limiting. Ten people we have created 
you of a man and of a women. We have 
made you into tribes and nations so that 
by mutual interaction you may begin to 
realise, that the best among you in one 
who is most God conscious of you.’ 

he puts aside differences of religion 
altogether: the address is to mankind as 
a whole. 

... Now I will conclude with one thing I 
find in the book of God, and I invite you all 
to think into this very carefully. regardless 
of our persuasions and backgrounds, you 
will find that the Qur’an talks of a very 
different story of truth to the one we are 
acquainted with from our cradles and 
indoctrination. The Qur’an states there 
has always ever been one religion—the 
religion in which there is God-human 
centricity that brings about the best in 
humanity and there is collective destiny. 
That’s the only religion. The Qur’an says 
there has always ever been one revelation, 
and this stands to reason that the same 
religion has been expressed differently in 
different contexts, and the same revelation 
has been received differently in different 
contexts. If you want to look at Islam, then 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam are all Islam. 
If you want to look at the revelation then 
Torah, Injeel (Gospel), Qur’an, they are 
one revelation. ...  There is only one truth, 
it’s the human Godly truth. We are one 
family, one blood, one soul, one people. 
It’s a shame today the world talks about 
tolerating the other. how nonsensical is 
this! It’s not a question of tolerating the 
other; it’s not even a question of accepting 
the other; it’s a question of appreciating 
the other. For the other is a reflection of 
my own being in his or her context and 
he is displaying the gems of Godliness 
through which I take pride. In that is the 
absolute truth. ...

I bid you all peace. May Allah be with 
us all. 
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Courage Conscience and Creativity
Launch Event Sunday June 26th at 2pm

JOIN US—Women Peace-ing Together, 
Leeds Quakers, Together for Peace and 

Bradford Peace Museum—in the Brodrick 
hall of Leeds City Museum when the 
Lord Mayor of Leeds will officially open 
the Courage, Conscience and Creativity 
exhibitions. Your invitation is included in 
this newsletter.

As well as short introductory speeches, 
including one by Jenny Paton-Williams 
about the work of Concord’s Women Peace-
ing Together, you will hear peace songs from 
the ‘Free range’ choir. BSL interpretation 
will be available throughout.

Farewell to Jenny

SeVerAL members of Women Peace-ing 
Together went along to St edmund’s 
Church in roundhay to say ‘Farewell’ 

to Jenny Paton-Williams on April 3rd.  her 
husband, David, vicar of St edmund’s, has 
a new position in edinburgh, so Concord—
and particularly the women’s textile group—
will be losing a much valued member.

Jenny joined Concord when she came 
to Leeds seven years ago and has been a 
regular supporter at meetings and events.  
It was at the 2013 AGM that she put forward 
the idea of doing something ‘different’ 
to celebrate Concord’s 40th anniversary—
preferably with lots of people being creative.  
One of her suggestions was to make a 
large peace cloth, encouraging people from 
different faiths and cultures to share ideas 
and skills, reflecting their own traditions as 
well as the Leeds textile heritage.

Together we decided to form a women’s 
group and at the inaugural meeting came up 
with the name of Women Peace-ing Together. 
While I dealt with most of the admin, 
Jenny was the motivational force, working 
alongside Musarat, a professional facilitator. 
Jenny also sourced funding that enabled us 
to complete our fantastic wall-hanging and 
develop as group.

We were delighted when Gabrielle 
hamilton of Leeds City Museum not only 
backed the project but also invited us to 
put our peace items on display in the 
Leeds Story Gallery.  And I am especially 
delighted that Jenny and David will be 
back in Leeds for the Launch event on 
June 26th. 

Cynthia Dickinson  

The formal opening finishes with light 
refreshments then at 3pm the hall will be 
open to the public for family activities, 
circle dancing and an opportunity to view 
the displays in the upstairs gallery. 

All the ladies who have taken part in 
producing the textile items will receive a 
free colour booklet; extras are for sale at 
£1 a copy.  Concord’s new book, A Leeds 
Interfaith Story 1946 - 2016, will also be 
available at £10 per copy (£9 for Concord 
members).

Cynthia Dickinson
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Calendar of Festivals  
Summer 2016

Baha’i, Jewish and Pagan festivals usually 
begin on the evening before the given date.

MAY
 1 Pascha (easter) Orthodox Christian
    Beltane Pagan
 2 Twelfth Day of ridvan  Bahá'í
 5 Lailat al Miraj  Muslim
    Yom haShoah  Jewish
      Ascension of Jesus  Christian
 12 Yom ha'Atzmaut  Jewish
 15  Wesak  Buddhist
      Pentecost  Christian
 15-21 Christian Aid Week  Christian
 21 Bodhi Day   Buddhist
 21 Lailat al Bara'ah  Muslim
 22 Trinity Sunday Christian
 23 Declaration of the Bab  Bahá’í
  Lailal al Bara'a Muslim
 26  Lag B'Omer  Jewish
 29  Corpus Christi  Catholic Christian
   Ascension of Baha'u'llah  Bahá’í

JUNe 
 6 ramadan begins  Muslim
 12-13  Shavuot  Jewish
 16 Guru Arjan martyrdom Sikh
 19  Pentecost  Orthodox Christian
 20  Summer Solstice, Litha  Pagan    
 28 Lailat al Qadr  Shi’a Muslim

JULY 
 1  Lailat al Qadr Sunni Muslim
 5 eid al Fitr Muslim
 6 ratha Yatra  hindu
 9 Martyrdom of the Bab  Bahá’í
19 Asalha Dhamma Day  Buddhist
   
AUGUST 
 1 Lammas Pagan     
 6 Transfiguration   Christian
 14 Tish'a B'av Jewish
  15 Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary  

 Catholic Christian
  Dormition  Orthodox Christian
 18 raksha Bandhan  hindu
 25 Krishna Janmashtami  hindu

SePTeMBer
  1 Installation if the Sikh Scripture Sikh
 5 Ganesh Chathurthi  hindu
 6-15 Paryushana Parava  Jain
 8 Nativity of Virgin Mary Christian
 9 radha Asthami   hindu
10  Waqf al Arafa - hajj Day  Muslim
11-14  eid al Adha  Muslim
 14  holy Cross Day  Christian
 22 equinox - Mabon  Pagan 
 29 Michaelmas Christian

The banner and peace cloth to be exhibited 
at Leeds Museum (see previous page)


